
TITULAIRE	
	

The	NEWSLETTER	for	the	AGO	PALOMAR	CHAPTER		
	

ISSUE	NO.	184	(April	2021)	
	

	
https://agopalomar.org	

https://www.facebook.com/agopalomar/		
https://www.agohq.org		

	
	

	
	

Dr.	Jerry	Colling	at	the	1886	three-manual	and	pedal	Mason	and	Hamlin	reed	organ	at	Rancho	Guajome	Adobe.	
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A	Note	from	the	Dean	

	

	 	
	
	
Dear	AGO	Palomar	Chapter	Members,	
	
I’m	 very	 happy	 that	 the	 Covid	 pandemic	 appears	 to	 be	 slowly	 coming	 under	 control	
(despite	 surges	 in	 other	 parts	 of	 the	 country)	 due	 to	 vaccinations	 and	 safety	 protocols	
such	as	mask	wearing	and	social	distancing.	I	got	my	first	Pfizer	vaccination	in	February,	
and	my	second	in	March.	It	wasn’t	easy	scheduling	an	appointment	through	the	Riverside	
County	Health	Department	(in	hindsight,	it	might	have	been	easier	to	schedule	through	a	
local	drugstore),	but	 I’m	happy	 that’s	done.	Many	other	chapter	members,	 I	have	heard,	
also	have	been	vaccinated.	

I’m	also	happy	to	report	that	our	Palomar	Chapter	had	our	first	live	gathering,	a	tour	
of	the	Rancho	Guajome	Adobe	and	a	demonstration	of	the	two	reed	organs	in	the	historic	
complex	 by	 Guajome	 Adobe	 docent	 and	 long-time	 Palomar	 Chapter	 member	 Dr.	 Jerry	
Colling.	 While	 you’re	 online,	 I	 think	 you	 will	 also	 immensely	 enjoy	 hearing	 Dr.	 Emma	
Whitten’s	 recital	 at	 First	 United	Methodist	 Church	 of	 San	Diego,	 and	Adam	Ferrara	 and	
Carol	Graham’s	piano/organ	duet	performance	of	the	“Sanctus”	from	Fauré’s	Requiem.		
	
Sincerely,	
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A	Tour	of	the	Rancho	Guajome	Adobe	
	

		

Dr.	Jerry	Colling	gives	a	tour	at	the	Rancho	Guajome	Adobe. 
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Friday and Saturday, April 9 and 10, 2021: Dr. Jerry Colling presided over our Palomar Chapter’s 
first live in-person event in over a year: a tour of the Rancho Guajome Adobe in Vista, California, 
and a demonstration of the two nineteenth-century reed organs on the premises. Rancho Guajome 
Adobe is a historic 19th-century hacienda in Rancho Guajome Adobe County Park, on North Santa 
Fe Avenue in Vista, San Diego County, California. Built in 1852-53, it is a well-preserved but late 
example of Spanish-Mexican colonial architecture, and was designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1970. The adobe complex includes the main house, around which are arrayed a 
number of outbuildings. The main house is a large, rambling, 20-room, Spanish Colonial-style 
hacienda with two courtyards, and an arcaded veranda. The outbuildings include stables, a 
blacksmith shop, chapel, and carriage house. 

The adobe served as the headquarters of the 2,219-acre Rancho Guajome, a land grant given 
in 1845 by Governor Pío Pico (the last governor of Alta California under Mexican rule) to Andrés 
and José Manuel, two Native-American brothers who served at the Mission San Luis Rey. The 
brothers sold the land to Abel Stearns. Stearns gave the rancho to Ysidora Bandini (sister of his 
wife Arcadia Bandini), as a 1851 wedding gift when she married Lieutenant Cave Johnson Couts 
(who had graduated from West Point Military Academy). It was built with the profits from the 
cattle boom of the 1850s, when many California ranchos supplied the Gold Rush miners and 
associated new American immigrants with meat and leather.  

Couts was appointed sub-agent for the native Luiseño people (San Luis Rey Mission 
Indians) in 1853. He used their labor to improve his properties in the area, including this one and 
nearby Rancho Buena Vista and Rancho Vallecitos de San Marcos. Beginning in the 1970s, the 
county undertook a major rehabilitation of the property, which was completed in 1996. It is now the 
centerpiece of a county park 112 acres in size. Guided and self-guided tours are available, and the 
park facilities are available for special events. 

 
The organs 

The 1886 three-manual and pedal reed organ was built by Mason and Hamlin Piano and Organ 
Company of Boston, Massachusetts. It has 25 stops, all except one which are split among half the 
keyboard. The organ was purchased by Cave Johnston Couts, Jr. as a wedding present for his wife, 
Lily Bell Clemons from Tennessee, who was related to the famous Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain). 
The organ was shipped by railroad from Boston to San Diego, and we assume it traveled the last 
fifty miles on a horse-drawn wagon. Couts Jr. and Clemons were married in 1890. She must have 
been a musician/organist. Originally, a helper was required to constantly pull a lever on the side of 
the instrument to blow air into the wind chest, but after its renovation in 1986, an electric blower 
was installed in a nearby room, connected to the organ by a hose. 

The one-manual foot-pumped reed organ in the chapel was built by the Bent Company of 
Chicago. The label says “Bent Crown.” We assume that Crown is the particular model.  

Breaking News! Jerry is offering a second series of tours free of charge for members and 
friends of Palomar Chapter AGO on Wednesday, April 28th, and  Saturday, May 1st. Tours begin at 
10:30 am. The tour lasts 90 minutes. Ten persons maximum allowed on each tour. To reserve your 
place, email Carol Graham, AGO Palomar Chapter Secretary at earlygram@gmail.com. Please note 
the date you wish to attend and number of persons coming. There are picnic facilities and trails for 
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hiking on the grounds. All are invited to play some music on the three manual, two octave pedal 
board, 135-year-old Mason and Hamlin reed organ which has been restored. For more info, go to 

 https://www.sdparks.org/content/sdparks/en/park-pages/RanchoGuajomeAdobe.html.  
 

Dr. Jerry Colling 
Dr. Jerry Colling has been a docent for Rancho Guajome Adobe for the last twelve years. He 
recalled, “I’ve been fascinated by organs ever since we had a parlor pump organ in our little school 
house near Wilsonville, Nebraska, when I was five years old in the first grade! I had no organ 
training, but Charlotte Atkinson pulled me along as my de facto teacher.  

The Mason & Hamlin organ in the Adobe has an interesting history; it had a rather circuitous 
journey. We're so blessed to have it. It was in bad shape when a guy from Vista donated it back to 
the Adobe about 12 years ago. But we raised $6,000 to have it totally restored by the late Wendell 
Shoberg in Ramona. It took him two years. When one of our organists drove up there after a year to 
see what was happening, Wendell had the organ in pieces all over the floor of his studio. But a year 
later, it was returned to Guajome completely renovated.” 

Jerry continued, “The organ has twelve different (and complete) ranks of reeds that generate 
26 different musical stops. It has wind chests, and two octaves of bass pedals. Wendell Shoberg 
removed the original wind parts and replaced them with an electric-powered vacuum pump which 
is in a room adjacent to the organ today. When the organ was new in 1886, someone had to stand at 
the side of the organ and with a lever, pump the wind to the internal bellows.” 

	
	

The	courtyard 
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Jerry	shows	us	the	iron	triangle	used	to	announce	dinner.	To	watch	and	hear	Jerry	demonstrate	the	dinner	triangle,	click	on	the	

following	link:	https://videopress.com/v/1Q3FufgM.		
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The	console	of	the	1886	Mason	and	Hamlin	reed	organ. 
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Jerry	tells	us	a	bit	of	the	history	of	the	organ. 
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The	chapel. 
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Jerry	demonstrates	the	Bent	Crown	one-manual	foot-pumped	reed	organ	in	the	chapel. 
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AGO	Palomar	Chapter	members	hanging	out	at	the	water	hole:	the	cistern. 

 
 

	
Organ Scholarship Auditions 

 
Saturday, May 22, 2021. 12:00 noon 
King of Kings Lutheran Church, 2993 MacDonald St, Oceanside, CA 
The auditions are open to organists of any age, as well as pianists interested in auditioning for 
an introductory set of organ lessons. Pianists play one or two selections. Teachers do not need 
to be present. Practice time for organists will be arranged in advance. Guidelines, Repertoire 
Requirements and an Application Form may be found on the website 
http://agopalomar.org/organscholarships.  
Application deadline is May 1, 2021 
Carol Graham & Kimberley Bedell, Education Committee 
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Dr. Emma Whitten in Recital 
 

 
 
April 14, 2021: Organist extraordinaire and Palomar Chapter member Emma Whitten 
performed a forty-five-minute concert for Midday Pipes Organ Series on the four-manual 108-
rank 1986  L. W. Blackinton & Associates organ at First United Methodist Church of San 
Diego. The recital was live-streamed at 12:15 pm and recorded for posterity. It can be viewed 
on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsSNWTlmKZ4.  
 

 
Program: 

 
Daniel Gawthrop (b. 1949): Three Floral Preludes, (No. 1) Leucanthemum Vulgare, (No. 2) Flores del Desierto  
Pamela Decker (b. 1955): Espuelita (Desert Larkspur) 

J. S. Bach (1685-1750): Trio Sonata No. 5 in C Major, BWV 529 
Jehan Alain (1911-1940): Le Jardin suspendu, JA 71 

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621): Unter der Linden grüne 
D. Gawthrop: Three Floral Preludes, (No. 2), Zehenspitzen durch die Tulpen  

J. S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 547 (“9/8”)  
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“Sanctus” by Gabriel Fauré 
 

 
 
Sunday, March 28, 2021: Palomar Chapter members, Adam Ferrara on the Allen organ and 
Carol Graham on the Yamaha piano at United Methodist Church in Vista, California, performed 
Gabriel Fauré’s “Sanctus” from the 	Requiem in D minor, Op. 48, in a piano/organ arrangement  
for the church’s Palm Sunday service. To listen, go to: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XfwUs5NLkK2Tzgoejl_LzgbBosbGa_RL/view?ts=605bbc82.  

 
Nominating Committee for Election Report 

 
Our	Chapter’s	2021	Nominating	Committee	for	Election	consisting	of	Michael	Munson,	
Carol	Graham,	and	Bonnie	Rex,	who	selected	the	slate	for	the	election	of	our	2021/2022	
officers:	
	
Dean	-	Dr.	Michael	Munson	
Sub-Dean	-	Howard	McCullough	
Secretary	-	Carol	Graham	
Treasurer	-	Steve	Vandlen	
	
Board	Members-At-Large:	Adam	Ferrara,	Bonnie	Rex,	Henry	Doktorski	
Elections	will	be	held	by	email	in	May	2021.		
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PALOMAR	CHAPTER	AGO	

2020-2021	OFFICERS	AND	COMMITTEES	(updated	July	5,	2020) 
	

OFFICERS	
 

Dean:		 	 Henry	Doktorski,	951-435-9209,	henrydoktorski@gmail.com		
Sub-Dean:		 Howard	McCullough		
Secretary:		 Carol	Graham		
Treasurer:		 Steve	Vandlen	
Chaplain:		 Reverend	Herb	Chamberlin 
 

BOARD	MEMBERS-AT-LARGE	
 

Adam	Ferrara		
Jenny	Yun	
Bonnie	Rex 

COMMITTEES	
 

Endowment	Fund	Committee	
Judith	Moore,	Chair		
Carol	Graham		
Cheryl	Holzer	

	
Education	Committee 

Carol	Graham,	Chair		
Kimberly	Bedell 

	
Titulaire	Newsletter		

Henry	Doktorski,	editor,	951-435-9209,	henrydoktorski@gmail.com		
	

Webmaster	
Bonnie	Rex	

	
Program	Committee	

David	Lewis	
Howard	McCullough	
Dr.	Emma	Whitten	

	
Placement	Committee	

George	Butterfield,	Chair 
  
First,	visit	the	following	link:	http://www.agosd.org/jobs/job-listings.html	This	will	take	you	to	the	San	Diego	Chapter	AGO’s	website	
Job	Listing	page.	Here	you	can	1)	view	current	job	listings	for	San	Diego	and	Palomar	Chapters,	2)	post	a	job	vacancy,	and	3)	contact	
George	via	email	or	phone	with	any	placement	questions.	Please	note	there	is	a	nominal	$35	fee	to	post	a	job	listing.	 

 


