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Jack and Fran Meyers

A Note from the Dean

Dear AGO Palomar Chapter Members,
It’s been a while since we published our last newsletter. (I can hardly believe issue 182 was published in
July of last year.) In one sense, due to the COVID pandemic, not much has happened, but on the other
hand, much has happened, especially online.
I’m happy to report that quite a few AGO Palomar Chapter members have performed in virtual recitals—
due to the enthusiasm and tireless dedication of Dr. Emma Whitten, who was/is the primary motivating
force behind the recitals. In fact, I hear that Emma is presently organizing a recital performed by Chapter
members which might debut in February (I will also perform during this recital).
On the other hand, I’m very sorry to report the passing of Fran Meyers, who served our Palomar Chapter
for more than a half century, and Emily Holzer, a young and promising organist. May they rest in peace.
Sincerely,
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The Passing of Fran Meyers

Fran and her husband Jack (with sombrero) are sitting at the right. Behind Jack is Bob Graham. On the left are Carol Graham, Al
and Barbara Olivares. Marieta's Mexican restaurant, Oceanside (2017).

With sorrowful hearts we announce that long time AGO Palomar Chapter member and officer,
Fran Meyers, 88, died January 16, 2021 in Tri-City Hospital, Oceanside, California. She had
been in the hospital for several weeks with Covid 19. Sympathy card may be sent to Jack and
Barbara Meyers, 4932 Luna Drive, Oceanside CA 92057. In addition, Joe Meyers, the son of
Jack and Fran, died on January 23rd also from complications from Covid 19. Read more about
Joe at https://www.facebook.com/tustinpolice. Following are a few memories from Palomar
Chapter members:
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“Fran served as the Dean of Palomar Chapter 2008-2009 and 2010-2011. She updated the
chapter Operating Procedures using her exceptional computer skills. Fran worked in the
business field, but also was an “Organist on the Side” holding positions at San Luis Rey
Mission and more recently at St. Michael’s by the Sea, Carlsbad. In recent years, she studied
theory and practiced piano every day. Computers were no mystery to her. She always had the
latest Windows system and knew how to use its many features. In 1950, husband Jack
experienced and survived the “Battle of Chosin Reservoir” as a young Marine in the Korean
War. He is tough, a big guy, gentle & kind. Fran was devoted to him. Jack Meyers was
Treasurer of the Palomar Chapter for several terms. As a former banker, he kept our records and
gave us sound financial advice. Fran loved the year end dinners at Mimi’s, and celebrating
birthdays at Marieta’s Mexican Restaurant with margaritas & sombreros!”—Carol Graham
“Fran has been a member of Palomar Chapter AGO since 1968! She loved the AGO and
valued all the friends she made thru the years! Fran was an active and dedicated member –
Dean 2008-2009 and 2010-2011, newsletter editor for many years, and held many positions in
our chapter! Fran was a lot of fun and interesting to talk to. I always enjoyed our conversations
at chapter meetings and events. When I was dean years ago, Fran took me under her wings, and
gave me a lot of encouragement and good advice. She had great insight about our chapter and
helped me a lot! Unfortunately, Fran’s health kept her from being as active a member more
recently. But she kept up her skills at home on her piano and organ. I would call her and if
Jack would answer, she would be in the background practicing scales on the piano!
My deepest sympathies to Jack and the family. I will miss Fran, her friendship, and her lovely
smile!”—Bonnie Rex
“Fran and I were in the Palomar College organ class with Jim Weld ....that was in 1969. Gosh
how time flies. She was such a stalwart of our chapter and will be greatly missed.”—David
Lewis
“My friendship with Fran Meyers goes back nearly 50 years to our early beginning membership
in Palomar Chapter. She was a ‘down-to-earth’ type of person and a rock solid friend--the kind
of friend one can always count on. Her dedication to her music and her daily practice routine
until her recent illness were always an inspiration to me. Her loss has left a huge hole in my
heart”.—Arvis Hiniker
“Fran Meyers: Giving thanks to God for her life! A truly remarkable lady! As a daughter,
mother and wife she was a role model! Fran was the epitome of gracious ness! She so very
often opened her home for gatherings of our Palomar Chapter during which time we all engaged
in camaraderie, music making and great food! Fran’s role in the chapter span over 20 years! Her
skills at the computer were continuously needed! Her devotion to the life of the chapter was
evident throughout her many years of service from her time as Dean and other roles of
leadership! We collectively cherish the abundant memories of Fran Meyers and with praise and
Thanksgiving for her life, now place her in the loving arms of our Heavenly Father!!”—
Howard McCullough
4

“I have known Fran since 1975 when she was organist at Mission San Luis Rey. The Von
Beckerath tracker organ was installed in either 1974 or early 1975 & Fran resigned that year
and auditions were held and I was hired in August of 1975. Fran was my go to person for
subbing and help with the Liturgy since I wasn’t Catholic! She was unfailingly helpful even
though she was usually working full time and/or caring for her son before he died and then her
elderly Mother. Her Euphony parties were always well attended & so much fun with Jacks
sense of humor & lots of music . With her computer skills she would send my invitation for the
rose garden party to all the AGO members. She will be so missed!”—Judith Moore

“I loved attending the Epiphany parties at Jack and Fran’s home! Fran was a great hostess.”—
Cheryl Holzer

Spreckels Organ Society News
Palomar Chapter is a supporting member to the tune of $200 yearly. It is hoped that live
concerts will resume in 2021. You’ll find links to the recent concerts here:
https://www.balboaparkconcerts.org. Live at p.m. Sundays with opportunities to chat with
Raúl Prieto Ramírez, Civic Organist. What a variety of music each week with commentary in
Balboa Park venues.

Organ Scholarship Auditions
will be held in May, 2021 The auditions are open to ALL ages. Pianists audition with one or
two pieces for introductory lessons. The Guidelines and Repertoire requirements may be
found at https://agopalomar.org/organscholarships/.
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The Passing of Emily Holzer

Emily Holzer (center) with her long-time organ teacher Charlotte Atkinson and University of Redlands organ professor,
Frederick Swann (photo taken after her Junior Recital, 2009).

Rebecca Holzer sadly informed us, “My dear sister Emily passed away Wed Oct 21st, 2020, age
30. She was the life of every party, a wonderful musician, and had a big heart for the
downtrodden. Emily played organ for church services and taught piano to many students of all
ages. She grew up in Fallbrook, California and earned her bachelor’s degree in music
performance at the University of Redlands. Emily will be greatly missed by her family, friends,
and students.” Emily’s funeral service was held on November 7th at Fallbrook United Methodist
Church.
Emily was also remembered by her former organ teacher Alison Luedecke during a
November 22nd virtual organ recital titled “An Organ Concert for COVID-19 Times” which was
performed live from the Chapel at The University of Redlands. Alison noted, “This concert is
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dedicated to all who lost their lives during this pandemic from Covid-19 or other causes,
especially remembering Emily Holzer who was a graduate of University of Redlands and a
former student of mine. May her soul and the souls of all the departed find eternal rest.”
Other Chapter members also remembered Emily. Arvis Hiniker noted, “I am stunned to learn
of Emily’s death and am heartbroken for her family. I watched as she grew from a musically
precocious child into an accomplished musician. My condolences and prayers go out to
the Holzer family. It is a loss to all of us in the Palomar Chapter as well.”
Kris Waldner noted, “May her dear sweet soul rest in peace. Her picture and music are a lovely
remembrance. My deepest condolences and hugs to the Holzer family.”
To listen to Emily’s recordings, go to https://soundcloud.com/emilyholzer. To listen to Emily
performing in a September 2020 podcast hosted by the Los Angeles AGO Chapter, go to
https://www.laago.org/podcasts and select “Podcast No. 3.”
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Dr. Emma Whitten in Recital

January 18, 2021: Organist extraordinaire and Palomar Chapter member Emma Whitten
performed a one-hour concert sponsored by the Los Angeles AGO chapter. The concert was
pre-recorded from Hollywood Methodist Church: beautiful organ and sanctuary! You can listen
to Emma’s recital at: https://youtu.be/v6d_kNWp42Y .
Emma’s program opened with a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. followed by a selection of
dance-inspired music for organ. Composers include J. S. Bach, Pamela Decker, Maurice
Duruflé, Cesar Franck, Naji Hakim, Calvin Hampton, and Carl Haywood, along with dances
from the 1599 Susanne van Soldt manuscript. Her recital included six centuries of dance music
exploring the rich tonal resources of Hollywood United Methodist's 90-rank 1929 CasavantKnight organ.
To see the concert program, go to https://17bbb97d-6315-4129-97151f2307abae8e.filesusr.com/ugd/914a34_462dde0160ca44eeaebce872a3d69d1c.pdf.
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Chapter Members Perform in Virtual Bachathon

Dr. Joseph Valent at Church of Saint Timothy

November 29, 2020: Eight members of the Palomar Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists presented selected works of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), recorded on local
instruments and compiled into a virtual concert. Featuring guests Annet Nakamoto, soprano,
and John Clark, oboe, and including a special tribute to Emily Holzer (1990-2020). Program:










Pièce d'Orgue, BWV 572 Jenny Yun St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Poway (Allen)
Prelude and Fugue in F Major, BWV 556 Henry Doktorski House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Escondido (II/9
Schlicker)
I. Adagio/Vivace from Trio Sonata No. 4 in E Minor, BWV 528 Dr. Emma Whitten Mission San Luis Rey
Parish, Oceanside (Rodgers)
Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 553 Henry Doktorski House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Escondido (II/9
Schlicker)
Ich ruf zu dir Herr Jesu Christ, BWV 639 Kris Waldner Mission San Luis Rey Parish, Oceanside (Rodgers)
Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor, BWV 582 Dr. Joseph Valent Church of St. Timothy, Escondido (Rodgers)
“Flößt, mein Heiland” from Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248 Carol Graham, organ Annet Nakamoto, soprano
John Clark, oboe Old Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside (Allen)
Fugue in G Major, BWV 541 Emily Holzer
Prelude and Fugue in D major, BWV 532 Dr. Michael Munson First United Methodist Church, Escondido
(III/38 Simpson/Blackinton)

To listen to the recital, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxGud6IHALk.
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Duo Performers in Recital

September 30, 2020: Dr. Emma Whitten and Jenny Yun performed a virtual recital titled “In
Steadfast Love” recorded at the First United Methodist Church in Escondido and Saint
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in Poway. The program and notes follow:










Litanies (Alain)
Chant de Paix (Langlais)
Prelude, Fugue et Variation (Franck)
Schönster Herr Jesu (Schroeder)
Prelude and Fugue in A minor, BWV 543 (J. S. Bach)
How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place (Brahms arr. Nastelin)
Praeludium in E major (Buxtehude)
Le Jardin suspendu (Alain)
Prelude and Fugue in E-flat major, BWV 552 (J. S. Bach)

Organists Jenny Yun and Emma Whitten present a program of French and German organ music
including works by Jehan Alain, César Franck, Dietrich Buxtehude, and Johann Sebastian Bach.
In the center of the program, Emma and Jenny join forces for a beautifully-arranged piano and
organ setting of “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” from the Brahms Requiem. Jenny and
Emma are both members of the Palomar Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, and both
women are graduates of the organ program at the University of Kansas! Currently Jenny serves
as organist at St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church in Poway, and Emma is organist at Mission
San Luis Rey Parish in Oceanside. Production: Audio and video for Emma Whitten - Adam
Ferrara Audio and video for Jenny Yun - Jenny Yun. Assembled by Adam Ferrara. To listen to
the recital, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVyj-ga8-5w.
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PALOMAR CHAPTER AGO

2020-2021 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES (updated July 5, 2020)
OFFICERS
Dean:
Sub-Dean:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Chaplain:

Henry Doktorski, 951-435-9209, henrydoktorski@gmail.com
Howard McCullough
Carol Graham
Steve Vandlen
Reverend Herb Chamberlin
BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Adam Ferrara
Jenny Yun
Bonnie Rex

Judith Moore, Chair
Carol Graham
Cheryl Holzer
Carol Graham, Chair
Kimberly Bedell

COMMITTEES
Endowment Fund Committee

Education Committee

Titulaire Newsletter
Henry Doktorski, editor, 951-435-9209, henrydoktorski@gmail.com
Bonnie Rex
David Lewis
Howard McCullough
Dr. Emma Whitten
George Butterfield, Chair

Webmaster
Program Committee

Placement Committee

First, visit the following link: http://www.agosd.org/jobs/job-listings.html This will take you to the San Diego Chapter AGO’s website
Job Listing page. Here you can 1) view current job listings for San Diego and Palomar Chapters, 2) post a job vacancy, and 3) contact
George via email or phone with any placement questions. Please note there is a nominal $35 fee to post a job listing.
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