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            www.agopalomar.org 

                                                       
March 1        Easter, April 16 

Dear Members, 
The vote regarding gifting $1,000 from our Endowment Fund principal to support the San 
Diego Chapter AGO Summer Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) passed with a 95% YES vote.   
A 2/3 YES vote (67%) of our membership was required to pass.  Treasurer Howard 
McCullough will finalize the details.  Thank you for voting.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Bonnie Rex, Dean 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memoriam  
Paul Heber Pitman, a long-time AGO member and organist at First Church of Christ, Scientist in 
San Diego, passed away February 8, 2017.  Paul was an Anglican, and was formerly organist at 
Christ Episcopal Church on Coronado Island, Coronado Naval Air Station Chapel, and St. 
Michael's by the Sea Episcopal Church in Carlsbad. 
 

Organist Cameron Carpenter will perform at the Jacobs Music 
Center, San Diego, on Sunday, March 19th at 7:30 pm.  Visit 
www.sandiegosymphony.org for more information, to view his 
bio, watch a performance video, and purchase tickets.  
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Bravo to Weicheng Zhao and Fang Gao for their stellar performance at The Village Church! 

The concert was enjoyed by many of our members and students! 



3 
 

MEMBERS’ RECITAL SUNDAY, MAY 7th at 4:00 PM 
Just a heads up that our Members’ Recital will be Sunday, May 7th at 4:00 pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Oceanside (Steve Vandlen, organist)!  There’s plenty of time to start thinking about what 
you’ll play – maybe something familiar or a piece you’re planning for Lent or Easter!  ALL 
MEMBERS ARE INVITED AND ENCOURAGED TO PERFORM!  You can schedule practice times 
a couple of weeks before that date thru the church office (760) 757-3560.  Let’s have a good turnout! 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

WEST REGION AGO CONVENTION 
The West Region AGO Convention will be Sunday, June 11 to Thursday, June 15th in Salt Lake City, 
Utah!  Visit www.agowest2017.org  for complete information! 
 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER POE July 16 – 22, 2017 
There are only 4 openings left for the San Diego Chapter AGO Pipe Organ Encounter (POE).  For 
more information and a registration form, visit the San Diego Chapter AGO website at www.agosd.org 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you Bonnie & Al Rex!  
 
On behalf of the Palomar Chapter of the AGO, I would like to thank the Rex family for hosting the 
Epiphany Potluck Dinner at their beautiful home.  Bonnie Rex already does so much for our chapter 
as our dean.  It was very generous of her to open up her home to us.  The food was amazing, as 

was the company.  It is always nice to get together to visit and encourage one another in our organ studies 
and church work.   It was also great to have the opportunity to meet and welcome our new members.  We are 
very fortunate to have such a friendly, supportive chapter.   

Emily Holzer, Secretary, Palomar Chapter 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

SUBSTITUTES READY AND WILLING TO HELP YOU! 
Sharon Watson is available as a substitute organist, pianist, harpist, or choral director for church services, 
weddings, and funerals.  She is a member of the Palomar and San Diego Chapters.  Sharon holds a Masters 
Degree from the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, IL.  You can contact her by phone 317-363-6496 
or email sw@sharonwatsonmusic.com 

Henry Doktorski is available as a substitute organist for weddings, funerals, Saturday services, and possible 
Sunday 7:00 am services. He is a member of the Palomar, Orange County, and San Diego AGO Chapters. He 
holds a Master of Music Degree and a CAGO Certificate (Colleague of the American Guild of Organists). 
Henry is currently a Member-at-Large on our Palomar Chapter Board. You can contact him by phone 951-435-
9209 or email henrydoktorski@gmail.com 

*Please note that Georgianna Askoff is no longer on the substitute list as she has accepted a permanent 
music position in Virginia.  Congratulations, Georgianna, and may God bless you in your new home! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR NEWSLETTER & EVENT SUBMISSIONS, CONTACT BONNIE REX AT 760-420-1978 OR 
rexfamily@roadrunner.com 
________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Continued… 
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“GETTING TO KNOW YOU” 
A column featuring a member of our chapter 
By Charlotte Atkinson 
 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT ARE FRAN AND JACK MEYERS

 
 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! READ ALL ABOUT IT!  
BREAKING NEWS! PUBLISHER RETIRES! 
 
 

Today's headlines reveal that the illustrious, talented, and diligent editor of the “Titulaire”, the 
renowned newsletter for the Palomar Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, did indeed retire her 
position.  Titulaire readers will miss her excellent work and wish her well in all future projects. 
 
Thus it was that Fran Meyers decided it was time to give up being the editor and publisher of the 
Newsletter. We are indebted to her for always being gracious in printing the “true” news all the time 
and seeking inventive ways of reaching out to our members. 
 
Fran and her husband, Jack, have been a vital part of Palomar Chapter since 1968 and they both 
have been hosts to special events. For many years the famous annual Epiphany Dinner was held in 
their lovely Oceanside Home. And she was our guiding light when she served as Dean in the 2010-
2011 year. 
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It is always interesting to find out how our members get involved in church music. In some cases, 
we even wonder WHY we do, but as Fran says, “I relish my years in AGO. I have made so many 
friends and AGO has expanded my world in so many ways. I appreciate the fellowship and help I 
have received in the years in AGO.” 
 
One of the first members of the Palomar Chapter was Dorothy Kelly, a fine musician and pianist who 
lived and worked in Carlsbad. Nick Reveles was a student of hers and was also a young seminarian at 
the San Luis Rey Mission. Fran attended the Mission and the pastor asked her to play the organ 
which she was pleased to do and after two years the pastor offered to pay for her to study the organ 
seriously. She then studied with Dorothy and was encouraged to attend Palomar College where she 
attended the organ class presented by James Weld. Later she studied with Don Small. In 1973 the 
Mission installed a fine von Beckerath tracker organ. Harold and Catharine Gleason, retired now 
from the Eastman School of Music, were in residence in Escondido. Catharine played the dedication 
service and Fran became her student.  Fran was at the mission from 1965 to 1975. 
 
Let's back up a bit and look at how she started musical training.  Fran had an aunt with a degree in 
music from North Texas State University and was her inspiration and at age 8 she began with lessons 
that were rather haphazard partly due to not having a piano. After getting married and traveling with 
Jack as he served in the USMC they settled in Oceanside and finally in 1963 they were able to 
purchase a piano. 
 
Fran is not only a fine musician but years of being a parish secretary at St. Michael's in Carlsbad and 
also earning a certificate in Medical Office Assisting (clinical and administration) and then working 
for Tri City Medical Center as a Nursing Administration Secretary (retired in 1991) has given her 
skills to being able to work so efficiently for AGO in administration areas. 
 
Unfortunately, Fran suffers from some major back problems so is limited in what she can do now.  But 
fortunately, she still pursues her hobbies of reading both fact and fiction (Jane Austin is a favorite). She 
also has a great love for working on the computer and now plays her piano and organ in order to “keep 
my arthritic fingers supple, and most important to spark the brain synapses”. 
 

Fran loves to travel and once took a trip to Europe with Marilyn Mason (University of Michigan). She 
has been to Ireland, Britain, Germany, Austria, Czech Republic and Budapest, Hungary and has 
played on the cathedral organs in these countries. She also likes to cook and shares my love of 
collecting cookbooks and trying new recipes. 
 
Thank you, Fran, for editing our new booklet “The New School of Practical Church Music” (soon to 
be available for purchase).  But most of all thank you, Fran, for your many years of dedication to 
Palomar Chapter AGO. 
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By Charlotte Atkinson 

 
 
 
SCENARIO 1 – March winds blowing – prelude time at church - people coming into church – organist 
on organ bench – another musician turning pages – door in back of organ bench keeps opening and 
closing as people come and go -  big gusts of wind blowing music pages – hard for assistant to keep 
them on the music rack – music comes to a lovely crescendo – biggest gust of wind – music suddenly 
on floor -  organist tries to keep playing but improvisation doesn't match previous music – assistant 
trying to pick up music that was blown to the floor – can't quite reach it but tries again – no luck – 
assistant gets stuck between wall and organ console – usher and choir member quickly come to her aid 
– the improvisation  keeps going – congregation does not know there are problems up front -  awful 
improvisation keeps going – no one, including the organist knows to where – in come pastors – now 
time to stop music and begin with the opening greeting and prayer and first hymn – assistant still stuck 
-there is hope if the organist can get off bench for a minute or two – is there time? – organist scoots off 
– bench is moved back so assistant can be rescued – opening greeting and prayer completed – time for 
the first hymn – assistant is rescued but organ bench too far back – pull stop for hymn intro – turn off 
pedal stops - start hymn while standing up on the organ pedal board - suddenly organist seems taller to 
choir - they begin to giggle instead of sing - in split seconds the choir is filled with deliriously 
laughing singers. 
 
SCENARIO 2 – Organ chamber has large wooden pipes arranged on boxes with air holes -  taller ones 
usually fastened securely - organ tuner checked everything two days ago - organist turns on the wind 
supply -  blast of very loud low sounds come bellowing out – organist jumps off the bench and runs to  
chamber door – forgot door key – runs back to organ -  remembers key is in choir room – runs to choir 
room – gets key to chamber door – tries to open door but something is blocking it – Can't budge door – 
big wood pipe fell and blocks door - people stop by - offer suggestions but not help – organist asks 
people to get sexton – sexton arrives and sees dilemma – door will have to come off – in the meantime 
choir and pastors have come into sanctuary - opening greeting and prayer have been said – no organist 
at organ – pastor requests usher to look for the organist – usher exits from WEST door to begin search 
– organist comes back in to organ from the EAST door – turns the organ off -  takes music to piano – 
begins hymn on piano – Usher comes back in from WEST door - goes to chancel where pastors are 
sitting – whispers to pastors that the organist cannot be found – all the while the organist is at the piano 
playing the intro to the first hymn.  The choir is filled with very amused laughing singers -  Have to 
stop and start the hymn all over again. 
   
SCENARIO 3 - Wedding was to begin at 11:00 a.m. - organist had been playing the bride and grooms 
favorite selections for 20 minutes – guests had arrived – 11:15 still no wedding party or pastor – 
organist still playing but running out of music selections – 11:30 – usher comes to organist and 
mumbles something about there being a small problem – pastor wants organist to just keep entertaining 
the guests with more music – 11:50 pastor enters – goes to chancel – explains to guests that there has 
been a slight problem – thanks them for being patient – asks organist to just keep playing – bride enters 

 

 LAUGHTER 
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from the side door, instead of down the center aisle with her 2 assistants – moments later a man (the 
groom) dressed in torn clothing and unable to stand on his own enters with 2 men holding him up -  
Pastor greets them and asks the bride if she wants this man to be her husband - she answers “I do”.  He 
asks man who is partially awake - do you want this woman to be your wife? - he sort of mutters 
through swollen lips “I do” -  Pastor says – I pronounce you husband and wife and you are free to 
leave” -  guests applaud - bride and groom and attendants leave – guests applaud again – bride and 
groom out of building and guests break out in relief with joyful laughter.  (note: later organist finds 
out that the groom had a chivaree the night before that was not kind or good and he not only got totally 
stoned but he got beat up as well in a big drunken encounter with his men friends.) 
 
SCENARIO 4 – 1947 – Grossmont High School – the young girl seemed to be musically gifted – girl 
could figure out how to play many instruments – girl capable with old Bb clarinet – girl sent to practice 
room with new alto clarinet – and instruction book – girl figures out how to play a simple tune on this 
instrument – music director needs another instrument – girl sent to practice room with a violin and 
instruction book – music director has a special need for another instrument – sent girl to practice room 
with a viola and instruction book – marching band needed a tenor drum player – girl takes home tenor 
drum to practice special maneuvers – music director needs a cymbal player for a special parade – girl 
takes home set of cymbals to practice special twirls and throws and tricks – girl’s mother objects to the 
noise – neighbors complain about the noise – girl stays after school to develop skills – girl almost 
misses bus to go home one day – buses dripped oil on ground - buses park in oil covered areas – girl 
runs to catch bus in time –  girl not only has her school books, lunch box, violin case but also the two 
loose cymbals – girl not careful enough – girl slips on oily ground –  bus already loaded with friends – 
girl and all her stuff now covered in black oil – girl can barely walk -  friends leaning out the bus 
windows -  laughing hysterically – girl covered in oil and mud gets on bus – girl not allowed to sit on 
a seat – girl stands on step as laughter surrounds her – girl arrives home – girl’s mother is furious at 
the sight of her daughter covered in oil and mud –  girl looks at self in mirror – mother and daughter 
burst into gales of laughter – (all too fantastic to describe further.) 
 
I would love for you to write a scenario of something that caused you great laughter while in 
a musical situation.  Maybe then we can share and begin with giggles and go to uproarious 
laughter.  Please share it with me at atkinsonfamily1@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Charlotte 
 

To everything there is a season …  a time to weep and a time to laugh. (Ecclesiastes 3) 
 

Life without laughter is no life at all. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Continued….  
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PALOMAR CHAPTER AGO EVENTS FOR 2017 
Updated February 18, 2017 

(other community events in blue) 
 

Sunday, February 26, 2017, 3:30 pm, Besos de Coco, World Jazz Trio, First United Methodist 
Church, 341 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido 92025, (760)745-5100 ofc, free will offering. 

Sunday, March 19, 2017, 7:30 pm, Organist Cameron Carpenter performs at the Jacobs Music 
Center, San Diego.  Visit www.sandiegosymphony.org to view Cameron’s bio, see a photo of his 
International Touring Organ, watch a performance video, and purchase tickets.  
 
Saturday, April 1, 2017 10:00 am – 3:30 pm Workshop, 4:00 pm Informal Concert, A One-Day 
Choral Workshop celebrating the 450th Birthday of Claudio Monteverdi.  Hosted by the San 
Diego Pro Arte Voices and led by Dr. Patrick Walders (Director of Choirs at SDSU, Artistic 
Director of San Diego Pro Arte Voices).  The workshop will consist of group voice lessons, 
sectionals, tutti rehearsals, tutelage by faculty, and a catered lunch.  San Marcos Lutheran 
Church, 3419 Grand Avenue, San Marcos, 92078.  $85 for AGO members.  For more info and to 
register, visit www.sdproartevoices.org/workshops. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017, 12:00 pm (noon), Annual Palomar Chapter Organ Scholarship 
Auditions, Faith Lutheran Church, 700 E. Bobier, Vista.  To view and print information and 
an application, visit our website at www.agopalomar.org and click on Organ Scholarships. 

Sunday, April 30, 2017, 3:30 pm, Sorrelle Women’s Choir, First United Methodist Church, 341 
S. Kalmia Street, Escondido 92025, (760)745-5100 ofc, free will offering. 

Sunday, May 7, 2017, 4:00 pm, Members’ Recital.  All members are invited to perform!  First 
Presbyterian Church, 2001 S. El Camino Real, Oceanside 92054, 760-757-3560 ofc. 

Sunday, June 11 - Thursday June 15, 2017, West Region AGO Convention, Salt Lake City, 
Utah!  Visit www.agowest2017.org for complete information! 

Monday, June 12, 2017, 6:00 pm, Annual Dinner and Installation of Board Members at 
Mimi’s Café, 2177 Vista Way, Oceanside 760-721-7170 restaurant. 

Sunday, July 16 to Saturday, July 22, 2017, San Diego Chapter AGO Pipe Organ Encounter 
(POE).  Registration is open and you are advised to register early as it fills up quickly.  Students 
will be housed in the dorms at the University of San Diego and all meals are included.  Links to 
the brochure and registration form are available on the San Diego Chapter AGO website at 
www.agosd.org 

 

http://www.sandiegosymphony.org/
http://www.sdproartevoices.org/workshops
http://www.agopalomar.org/
http://www.agowest2017.org/
http://www.agosd.org/
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