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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
THANK YOU, DR. MICHAEL MUNSON 

Thank you, Michael, for the fabulous organ concert you presented on November 20th.  The program 
was very enjoyable and the Encore for solo pedal with four note harmony was amazing! 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Do You Know a Business Professional who could Sponsor our Chapter? 
In 2017 we will be trying something new as a fundraiser!  For a $50 donation to the Palomar Chapter 
AGO, you can advertise your business card or ¼ page ad in all of our 2017 printed concert programs!!  
This will include about 4-5 concert programs during the year!  All proceeds go to our chapter to help 
defray the costs of our programs.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUMMARY OF AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM NATIONAL AGO HEADQUARTERS  

ON FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
On November 11, 2016, Dean, Bonnie Rex received word from Michael Bedford, President, and James E. Thomashower, 
Executive Director, National AGO Headquarters, that, due to a settlement on a complaint from the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), AGO members must no longer circulate salary guidelines and model contract provisions, effective 
immediately.  We must no longer reference them or circulate them to AGO members, churches, or the public.  We will 
keep you posted as we get more information about this.  Thank you for your help in this matter.  

Wishing You and Your Family a  

Very Happy Thanksgiving and  

Merry Christmas 

May your music be a blessing! 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
PURCHASE A CONCERT DVD 

A DVD OF THE OCTOBER 16th SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT CAN BE PURCHASED FOR $20.  TO ORDER, CALL/TEXT 
BONNIE REX AT 760-420-1978.  YOU CAN ALSO PURCHASE PREVIOUS YEARS’ CONCERT DVDs. 
 

SUBSTITUTES READY AND WILLING TO HELP YOU!!! 
Henry Doktorski is available as a substitute organist for services, weddings, and funerals. He is relatively new 

to the area and is a member of the Palomar, Orange County, and San Diego AGO Chapters. He holds a Master 

of Music Degree and a CAGO Certificate (Colleague of the American Guild of Organists). Henry is currently a 

Member-at-Large on our Palomar Chapter Board. You can contact him by phone 412-600-5083 or email 

henrydoktorski@gmail.com 

 

Sharon Watson has recently moved back to the area and is available as a substitute organist, pianist, harpist, or 

choral director.  She is a member of San Diego and Palomar Chapters.  She holds a Masters Degree from the 

American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, IL.  You can contact her by phone 317-363-6496 or email 

sw@sharonwatsonmusic.com.  Welcome back, Sharon! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE:  www.agopalomar.org 
WE HOPE YOU ARE USING OUR NEW CHAPTER WEBSITE!!!  IT WILL BE CONSTANTLY UPDATED TO 
PROVIDE YOU WITH THE MOST CURRENT EVENTS, DIRECTORY INFORMATION, AND MORE!   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  THERE ARE TWO DIRECTORIES ON THE WEBSITE:   

1) THE PALOMAR CHAPTER OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, AND MEMBERS LISTS  
2) THE NINE CHAPTER SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DIRECTORY.   

 
BOTH ARE PASSWORD PROTECTED PDFs FOR YOUR PRIVACY.  TO VIEW AND/OR PRINT THEM, PLEASE 
CALL/TEXT BONNIE REX AT 760-420-1978 FOR THE REUSABLE PDF PASSWORD.   
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

AGO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DIRECTORY 
You should have received an email with a downloadable pdf version of the 2016-2017 AGO SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA DIRECTORY.  If not, please let us know and we will email it to you.  
 
A BOUND-PRINTED COPY OF THE DIRECTORY can be purchased for $16 plus tax & shipping online at 
https://www.createspace.com/6546698.  This is a password-protected site established by Bill Mistretta, 
publisher of the directory, for the privacy of our members only.  If you wish to order a printed copy for 
yourself, please call/text Bonnie Rex at 760-420-1978 for the purchasing password. 
 

WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK! 

Do you have any suggestions for AGO?  Do you have something interesting to share for the 

newsletter or a concert to add?  Please call/text Bonnie Rex, Dean at 760-420-1978 or email 

rexfamily@roadrunner.com 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:henrydoktorski@gmail.com
mailto:sw@sharonwatsonmusic.com
http://www.agopalomar.org/
https://www.createspace.com/6546698
mailto:rexfamily@roadrunner.com
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THE FOLLOWING PICTURES ARE FROM THE SEPTEMBER 11th POTLUCK AT CHARLOTTE ATKINSON’S HOME.     

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!  CHARLOTTE, THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY AND FOR 

COORDINATING THE TALENT SHOW! 

 
September 11, 2016 – Potluck Dinner at Charlotte Atkinson’s Home 

 
Jerry Colling, a.k.a. Victor Borge! 
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“GETTING TO KNOW YOU”  

A column featuring a member of our chapter 
By Charlotte Atkinson 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT IS HENRY DOKTORSKI 
 

 
Henry entertains us at September 11th potluck dinner! 

 

For many years the Lawrence Welk program was my Saturday evening entertainment and when the Welk 

Resort was built in Escondido I went there rather often to enjoy the musicals, the unique shops and the 

excellent accordion playing. My grandmother loved music and each of her grandchildren chose an 

instrument to learn well. Twice a year we presented a musical program for her.  I tried lots of instrument 

and one year tried the accordion.  It was heavy and cumbersome and just not right for me but I loved to 

hear it and watch as it was being played. I was expecting something special when Henry agreed to play 

his accordion for our September party.  What we all heard far exceeded my wildest imagination.  This 

man was incredible and I know you all agree.  Here is a little bit about Henry.  You can find much more 

information by looking him up on Wikipedia or visiting his web site, at henrydoktorski.com. 

 

Henry moved to Temecula just this year after having lived and worked in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for 

22 years.  There he was a church organist, choir director, accordionist, pianist, composer, recording 

artist, author, educator and chess instructor!  Wow!  He tells me that the church he served as 

organist/choir master was losing members (sound familiar?). To save money they split the position and 

Henry was left with much less to do and of course less income.  His parents recently moved to 

Temecula from New Jersey to live with his sister, and he decided to move out here to a better climate 

and hopefully better job opportunities.  Already he has played his accordion for a few events in the 

Inland Empire and San Diego County.  He has also been busy with substitute organ work and hopes to 

find a permanent church position. 

 

At the age of seven he began studying accordion and quickly was considered a child prodigy.  He 

played Polish music, ethnic music and jazz selections and even explored playing accordion in a Rock 
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Band.  In high school he joined the school choir and at 16 began serious studies as a piano major.  In 

1978 he graduated summa cum laude with a degree in Piano Performance and Music Education. In 

1997 he received a Master of Music degree from Duquesne University with a major in composition.  

Between 1995 and 2005 he performed with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 40 times!  See his 

biographical listing on internet for a long and exciting history of other major performances and a listing 

of his recordings.  Henry has also been awarded the Colleague title by AGO and is a chess instructor 

and tournament director. 

 

Welcome to Palomar Chapter AGO.  We look forward to hearing you many more times and thank you 

for sharing your immense talents with us. 
 

 
 
Just curious -  How many decisions have you made within the last two hours?  

What about in the last two weeks?  What decisions must you make before 

Christmas?  Do you know what Christmas music you are going to perform?  Do you know what your 

registrations are going to be?  Are you going to have a Christmas party?  Do you know who you will 

invite?  Do you know what the menu will be?  Do you know what presents you will give to your family 

for Christmas gifts?  Have you figured out how much your bank balance will allow you to spend? 

 

You were going to go to the store today but it is pouring down rain, will you go or not go? 

The laundry is piling up - will you do it today or put it off until tomorrow?  Your son wants chicken for 

dinner, your daughter wants spaghetti, your husband wants to go to Jack in the Box – how will you 

decide?  You had to get up this morning, how did you decide what time and then the dilemma of what 

to wear?   

 

We are constantly making decisions, even when we do it subconsciously.  Our life experiences, our 

history, makes a huge difference as well as even a single thought or occurrence. 

 

One of my favorite hymns has this wonderful text:                               

 

Once to every man and nation, Comes the moment to decide, 

In the strife of truth and falsehood, For the good or evil side 

Some great cause, some great decision Off-ring each the bloom or blight. 

And the choice goes by forever Twixt that darkness and that light. 

 
(James Russell Lowell, Dec. 11, 1845 - written as a poem protesting America's war with Mexico -  

original is 90 verses long) 

DECISIONS 
By Charlotte Atkinson 
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I am working on this WEB note to you on Wednesday, November 9.   Our Nation just held 

one of the most important elections ever and now the decisions have been made and we must move 

forward again even if we did not like the final decision. 

 

How often in our musical careers have we had to make difficult decisions?  Sometimes decisions are 

made for us. Maybe we have changed locations for work or family reasons and decisions of a new 

residence with finding a church position becomes our greatest importance.  What influences our 

decisions? 

 

This time I am asking all of you to think about these questions and then send me an e-mail sharing 

some unique, interesting, or difficult decision you have had to make in your musical career.  I would 

like to use your responses (with or without names as you prefer) in a future WEB article. 

 

I have now made a decision to wish you all a most wonderful Advent and Christmas Season and may 

your music be an inspiration for bringing peace and joy to those to whom you minister. 
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PALOMAR CHAPTER AGO EVENTS LIST FOR 2016-2017 
Updated on October 29, 2016 

(other community events in green) 

Friday, December 2nd at 7:00 pm and Saturday, December 3rd at 2:00 pm, the San Luis Rey 

Chorale will sing for the Sixth Annual Old Mission San Luis Rey Christmas Benefit Concerts. 

Friday night’s concert will include a candlelight procession and dessert reception.  These are 

special events by the Old Mission and tickets may be reserved by going to www.sanluisrey.org 

Sunday, December 4, 7:00 pm, Vivaldi’s Gloria performed by the Liturgical Choir and the 

Poway Symphonette, Incarnation Lutheran Church, 16889 Espola Road, Poway 92064,         

858-487-2225 office, website http://www.godamong.us 

Sunday December 18, 4:00 pm, (pre-concert lecture and refreshments at 3:15 pm) United 

Methodist Church of Vista Chancel Choir & Musicians Present “Coming Home to Bethlehem” 

directed by Frank Hallock.  Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, Orchestra, Soloists, & special guest 

artists Jimmy Patton & Enrique Platas. The concert will include music by Handel, Donizetti, 

Gilbert Martin, Howard Helvey & John Rutter.  United Methodist Church, 490 S. Melrose, Vista 

92081, 760-726-0442 office, website umcvista.org 

Sunday, December 18th and Monday, December 19th at 7:00 pm, the San Luis Rey Chorale will 

present their 48th Annual Christmas Concerts at Lighthouse Christian Church, 4700 Mesa 

Drive, Oceanside, 92056 760-726-0590. The program entitled “Something New, Something Old – 

Something Silver, Something Gold” will include several ancient carols as well as a few brand 

new arrangements. No tickets required, there will be a free-will offering. 

Sunday, January 8, 2017, 6:00 pm, 12th Night Choral Festival.  Local church choirs from many 

denominations perform seasonal anthems.  St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 1450 S. Melrose 

Drive, Oceanside 92056, (760) 758-4100 ofc. 

Saturday, January 14, 2017, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm, Keyboard Day at Concordia University Irvine 

for Piano and Organ Students 12-18 Years Old (not currently enrolled in college).  Features 

morning workshops and masterclasses presented by Concordia faculty and afternoon 

scholarship competitions.  Prizes for winners start at $100.  For more information, contact      

Dr. Rachel Ehring at Rachel.ehring@cui.edu or 949-214-3415.  $20 registration fee per person 

includes morning sessions and lunch, $20 registration fee per person for competition 

participation.  

Sunday, January 15, 2017 Epiphany Potluck, 5:00 pm social hour, 6:00 dinner, Al & Bonnie 

Rex’s home, 5078 Ashberry Road, Carlsbad 92008, (760) 420-1978 cell.  Members, 

prospective members, and their guests are invited and are kindly asked to RSVP. 

 

Continued on next page 

https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sanluisrey.org&hmac=750576412a050a9904b35b9712f78664
http://www.godamong.us/
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Monday, January 16, 2017, 10:00 am (Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday) We are invited to join 

with the San Diego Chapter at their Annual Holiday Retreat as we watch the first ever full 

length documentary about the life and work of Cavaille-Coll, leading organ builder of 19th 

century France.  The video includes performances on 16 Cavaille-Coll organs with repertoire 

selected from the same period as each organ.  Trinity Lutheran Church, 710 Lisbon Street, 

SAN DIEGO, 92114 (619) 262-1089 ofc. 

Sunday, January 22, 2017, 3:30 pm, Golden Gates Russian/Ukrainian Singers and Dancers, 

First United Methodist Church, 341 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido 92025, (760) 745-5100 ofc, free 

will offering. 

Sunday, January 29, 2017, 7:00 pm Janette Fishell Organ Concert, First United Methodist 

Church SAN DIEGO, 2111 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, 92108 (619) 297-4366 ofc. 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 4:30 pm “Not Your Typical Organ Concert” co-sponsored by 

Palomar Chapter and The Village Church of Rancho Santa Fe.  Featuring Weicheng Zhao on 

organ and his wife, Fang Gao on violin.  Weicheng is a doctoral organ student of Professor 

Cherry Rhodes at USC, organist at All Saints Church in Pasadena, and 3rd place winner at 

the Summer 2016 AGO National Young Artists Competition in Houston, Texas.  Fang just 

received a Graduate Certificate of Performance in Baroque Violin from USC.  A very 

interesting program is in store ranging from solo organ, to Chinese cultural duets, to sacred 

music for organ and electronic tape, to harpsichord & violin music.  Come and hear the four 

manual pipe/digital organ at The Village Community Presbyterian Church, 6225 Paseo 

Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe, 92091, 858-756-2441 ofc, free will offering. 

Sunday, February 26, 2017, 3:30 pm, Besos de Coco, World Jazz Trio, First United Methodist 

Church, 341 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido 92025, (760)745-5100 ofc, free will offering. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017, 12:00 pm (noon) Annual Palomar Chapter Organ Scholarship 

Auditions, Faith Lutheran Church, 700 E. Bobier, Vista.  For more detailed information, 

please “Contact Us” thru this website. 

Sunday, April 30, 2017, 3:30 pm, Sorrelle Women’s Choir, First United Methodist Church, 341 

S. Kalmia Street, Escondido 92025, (760)745-5100 ofc, free will offering. 

Sunday, May 7, 2017, 4:00 pm Members’ Recital, First Presbyterian Church, 2001 S. El 

Camino Real, Oceanside 92054, 760-757-3560 ofc. 

Monday, June 12, 2017, 6:00 pm, Annual Dinner and Installation of Board Members at 

Mimi’s Café, 2177 Vista Way, Oceanside 760-721-7170 restaurant. 


